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Already in 1878, James Ferguson, 
in his The Temples of the Jews and 
the Other Buildings in the Haram
Area at Jerusalem, suggested that 
the Temple stood in the southern 
part of today’s Temple Mount. The 
major proponent of this view 
today is architect Tuvia Sagiv. 



Sagiv’s Southern Theory Major Points

Baalbek, Lebanon Temple of Jupiter overlay with Temple Mount

Location of the Threshing Floor purchased by King David

The Temple was built over Vaults

Herod Arippa’s View of the Temple from his Palace

The Aqueduct System for bringing in water to the Temple

The Temple was located between Robinson’s Gate and Wilson’s Gate
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2 Chronicles 3:1 Then Solomon began to 
build the house of the LORD (Temple) at 
Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the 
LORD appeared unto David his father, in 
the place (makhom) that David had 
prepared in threshingfloor of Ornan the 
Jebusite (KJV)



Solomon built the temple on the 
threshing floor David purchased. 
Threshing floors were never built 
on hills, but in curved valleys, like 
directly under the Al Kas Fountain. 

The Dome of the Rock is the 
highest point of the Temple 
Mount. 
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The Mishna states that the temple itself had to be 
built over vaults. The vaults were important 
because the air had to be between the earth 
(grave) and the temple, because the temple must 
be pure. 

Preliminary ground penetrating radar probes by 
Tuvia Sagiv, while not conclusive, suggest vaults, 
perhaps rabbinical arches, and other structures 
which one would expect below the Temple, to the 
south. The northern sites are virtually solid rock. 



Radar Examination near the Hulda Gates 

Under the 
level of the 
Hulda Gates 
there are 
empty voids 
and above 
these voids 
level there 
are mounds 
of rubble. 
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area.
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Viewpoint of Agrippa from the Hasmonean Palace - Josephus Flavius

About the same time King Agrippa built himself a very large dining room in 
the royal palace at Jerusalem, near to the portico (Xistus). Now this palace 
had been erected of old by the children of Asamoneus and was situated 
upon an elevation, and afforded a most delightful view to those that had a 
mind to take a view of the city, which prospect was desired by the king; and 
there he could lie down, and eat, and from there observe what was done in 
the temple; which thing, when the chief men of Jerusalem saw they were 
very much displeased at it; for it was not agreeable to the institutions of our 
country or law that what was done in the temple should be viewed by 
others, especially what belonged to the sacrifices. They therefore erected a 
wall upon the uppermost building which belonged to the inner court of the 
temple towards the west, which wall when it was built, did not only 
intercept the prospect of the dining room in the palace, but also of the 
western cloisters that belonged to the outer court of the temple also, where 
it was that the Romans kept guards for the temple at the festivals… 
(Antiquities 20, 8, 11) 



Josephus Flavius  recorded that Herod 
Agrippa could observe what was done 
in the temple from the balcony at his 
palace, especially what belonged to 
the sacrifices. (Antiquities 20, 8, 11) 







Passageways Between the 
Temple and the Court 
Walls

There is a possible view 
of the temple court 
through the narrow 
passageways between 
the temple and the court 
walls looking from a high 
point to the West of the 
Temple Mount. 



If we assume that the Temple was located at the Dome of 
the Spirits or the Dome of the Rock this implies that the 
Hasmonean Palace, in accordance with the angles of sight, 
was located to the north of the first wall, contrary to the 
assumption of all the researchers.

However, if we assume that the Temple was in the region 
of El Kas, in the area between the Dome of the Rock and 
the El-Aksa mosque, we see that in the region of the two 
angles of sight there is located the Hasmonean Palace 
based on the sources in the literature and archeological 
remains.
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The Temple required a large amount of water for ritual 
immersion, rinsing animal sacrifices and cleaning 
sacrificial blood, etc. The Priests had two water sources –
cisterns (that collected rain water), and water that came 
from the hills of Hebron using the Aqueduct.

According to the Jerusalem Talmud during the days of the 
first Temple the Aqueduct ran from the Ein Eitam spring to 
Solomon’s Sea. According to the Babylonian Talmud, in the 
days of the second Temple, the water was brought from 
Ein Eitam to the High Priest’s Mikveh (ritual bath). 
According to the Tosefta the Priests used the aqueduct 
water to wash the Court. 



The individual sections were buried then sealed so 
they were water tight. This way they could actually 
create a siphon that would traverse down the 
valleys and back up again. 

In this way they could get water all the way from 
just north of Bethlehem about 10 miles to 
Jerusalem to supply the Temple with all the water 
it needed to wash away the blood from the 
sacrifices. 





The water conduit that supplied the temple in Jerusalem began in the 
area of the Hebron mountains, passed through Solomon's Pools at 
Etam, near Bethlehem, and flowed to Jerusalem. 

The three pools Solomon built as holding tanks for the water that was 
collected from the Hebron mountains upstream



Looking inside a portion of the aqueduct that is still buried where Solomon built it 



Two rock carved sections of 
Solomon’s aqueduct in the 
Rockefeller Museum today



Section of that water conduit that can be seen near Solomon’s 
Pools that feeds water from Ein Arrub Springs near Hebron



Solomon’s conduit very near the Temple Mount
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The lowest of two aqueducts reached the Temple Mount 
through the Jewish Quarter and the Wilson Bridge. 
According to the ancient authorities, this aqueduct 
supplied water to the High Priests' mikveh (ritual bath) 
located above the Water Gate, and it also supplied water 
for the rinsing of the blood off the Azarah. 

The aqueduct was constructed above the Court. The level 
of this Aqueduct defines the highest point of the Temple 
Floor, its Courts and the Temple Mount (floor level). To 
supply water to these levels, we must locate the Temple 
floor at a lower site. The only suitable location available is 
a clear site between the Dome of the Rock and the El 
Aqsa Mosque.
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A Water tower would have been 
necessary to have the Temple at 
the Dome of the Rock or the 
Dome of the Spirits.
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Remains of 
Robinson’s Arch/Gate
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